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SUBJECT: KNESSET DELEGATION FACES HEAVY DOMESTIC CRITICISM 

1. YOU SHOULD BE AWARE THAT KNESSET DELEGATION WILL BE 
LEAVING FOR U.S. UNDER CLOUD OF CRITICISM. FROM MOMENT 
VISIT WAS ANNOUNCED, ISRAELI PRESS AND NUMBER OF MK'S HAVE 
EXPRESSED THEIR DISSATISFACTION BOTH WITH COMPOSITION OF 
DELEGATION AND MANNER IN WHICH IT WAS CHOSEN. 

CRITICS NOTED THAT DELEGATION WOULD BE GOING TO U.S. 

RIGHT AFTER SADAT'S VISIT AND JUST AS CONGRESS IS DUE TO 
CONSIDER THE FOREIGN AID BILL, AND EMPHASIZED IMPORTANCE 
OF TOP LEVEL PARTICIPATION. 

2. WIDESPREAD VIEW HAS BEEN THAT DELEGATION. WITH 
POSSIBLE EXCEPTION OF BEGIN AND BEN- AHARON, IS GENERALLY 
LACKLUSTER AND MEDIOCRE. AS SPEAKER ACKNOWLEDGED, 
DELEGATION WAS SELECTED ON BASIS OF SENIRITY, COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMANSHIPS AND PARTY ALIGNMENTS. 

3. PEAK OF CRITICISM CAME EARLY THIS WEEK WHEN YITZHAK 
NAVON, CHAIRMAN OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND SECURITY COMMITTEE, 
TOLD LABOR ALIGNMENT FACTION MEETING THAT RABIN AND ALLON 
HAD RESERVATIONS ABOUT THE DELEGATION. NAVON'S STATEMENTS 
WERE PROMPTLY LEAKED TO THE PRESS. SPEAKER YESHAYAHU HAS 
TOLD US (AND ALSO THE NEWSPAPERS) THAT HE TELEPHONED RABIN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 TEL AV 07043 062140Z 

WHO TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD NO INTENTION OF INTERFERING IN 
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THIS MATTER WHICH HE REGARDED AS ENTIRELY WITHIN THE 
PURVIEW OF THE KNESSET LEADERSHIP. YESHAYAHU THEN CALLED 
A PRESS CONFERENCE IN WHICH HE REVIEWED THESE DEVELOPMENTS, 

AND EMPHASIZED THAT FOUR OF THE SEVEN DELEGATION MEMBERS 
WERE FORMER MINISTERS WITH AMPLE INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE. 

PRESS CONFERENCE AT LEAST HAS BROUGHT MATTER OUT INTO THE 
OPEN BUT CERTAINLY HAS NOT SATISFIED THE CRITICS. 

4. AMBASSADOR ENTERTAINED DELEGATION AT LUNCHEON BUT EMBASSY 
HAS BEEN CAREFUL TO AVOID ANY COMMENT ON ITS COMPOSITION. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: VISITS, CENTRAL LEGISLATURE, MEETING DELEGATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 06 NOV 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975TELAV07043 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750386-0672 
From: TEL AVIV 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19751 170/aaaackxi.tel 

Line Count: 72 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 AUG 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 1 AUG 2003 by izenbei0>; APPROVED <01 DEC 2003 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: KNESSET DELEGATION FACES HEAVY DOMESTIC CRITICISM 
TAGS: PFOR, IS, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




